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DUBLIN/LAURENS COUNTY

THE BUSINESS HEART OF GEORGIA  www.DublinLaurensGeorgia.com
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PYELCOME TO THE BUSINESS HEART Of Georgia!
s the maps at left illustrate, we are literally in the
heart of Georgia half way between the state capital of
Atlanta and the port city of Savannah. Macon is less than a half hour away. We are the
regional hub for the nine county area. Over 600,000 people in a 6o-mile radius call the
heart of Georgia home for good reason. Upon reviewing this publication, it is our sincere

wish it will evoke a persona[ visit. "A wee bit of ® Recognized as of Georgia's top ten

hospitality" awaits you in ‘Dublin and Laurens ;\giﬁes.of Excellence" by Georgia Trend
o agazine.
County, so please come and explore the possibilities o (" v " sia's top ten

in the true heart of georgia, .. retirement destinations by Retire In
Georgia Magazine.

Honored on the state level as both
a "Signature Community" and
"Entrepreneur Friendly" community.

Thanks to our community's close
working relationship with Heart of
Georgia Technical College, Laurens
County was named a certified "Work
Ready Com

"Green and
marketing slg
as we have be
for our "Outs
Operations" a
Programs." L:
"Distinguishe
in waste red
Beautiful Fo
Dublin is a ce

AURENS COUNTY

THE BUSINESS HEART OF GEOAGIA  www.DublinLaurensGeorgla.com



lovrens

Geographic Location:

Laurens County is centrally located in
Middle Georgia halfway between Atlanta
and Savannah on I-16.We are less than
two hours by car from both Atlanta and
Savannah. Our strategic positioning in

the heart of the sunbelt has helped attract
several nationally known companies, such

Land Size and Populations:

Laurens County is the fourth largest
county in Georgia based on land size.
More than 45,000 residents live in the
seven municipalities in Laurens County,
including Dublin, East Dublin, Dexter,
Dudley, Cadwell, Rentz, and Montrose.
More than 15,000 reside in Dublin, the
county seat.

Elevation:
310 feet at the airport. 220 feet at Dublin

public colleges and universities, 8 private
colleges and universities, and 18 technical
colleges. These facilities have a combined
student population of 173,806.

Moore's Station Village helps
ouseithe growing retiree market.

as YKK, Best Buy, New Holland and Fred's.

Health Care:

Dublin boasts one of the highest
concentrations of doctors (100+) and allied
health students in Georgia, spearheaded by
Fairview Park Hospital and the Carl Vinson
VA Medical Center. Excellent assisted
living and nursing homes are also
available for the growing baby-boomer
market.

Major Highways:

I-16 is the major east-west corridor
running through our county which
connects us with I-75 at Macon and 1-95
near Savannah. Other major arteries
converging here include U.S. 441 and
319 (running north-south) and U.S. 80
(running east-west).

By Air:

The W.H. "Bud" Barron Airport is located
miles west of Dublin off U.S. 80 and
ly capable of handling corporate

Dne 6,500-foot paved and lighted

ary runway is equipped with an
ment approach system to handle
mercial traffic, a state-of-the-art

er information system, a 6,000-
paved and lighted parallel taxiway

1 5,000-foot cross-wind runway. A
4,000-square-foot terminal offers
stries a fully equipped conference

. Domestic air flights can be booked
igh Savannah or Macon while
ational connections can be arranged
igh Atlanta's Hartsfield, which is less
two hours away.

ail:

Industries are served by class
Hual rail service (via Georgia

al Railway) to CSX and Norfolk
ern Rail Systems.

Motor Freight
One interstate
efficiently ser
maintains a te

Port Access:

The major seaports of Savannah (less than
two hours away) and Brunswick (less
than three hours) give area industries
quick access to worldwide shipping lanes.

Bus:
Greyhound Bus Lines

Outstanding Governmental Leaders:
Laurens County is fortunate to have
experienced leaders not only on the
local level but in state affairs as well.
Officials with the City of Dublin and
Laurens County Commission have a close
working relationship for the betterment
of the entire community. Both governing
bodies have excellent rapport with the
Development Authority and Chamber
of Commerce in a continuing goal to
maintain and improve the infrastructure.
As a result, Laurens County is a prime
location for business prospects.

The OneGeorgia Authority:

The OneGeorgia Authority is a state
agency located in Laurens County. The
Authority was formed to create jobs for
rural Georgia with the more than $60
million received annually in litigation
from the tobacco industry.

Tourism Development:

The Welcome Center located off I-16 and
U.S. 441 South has welcomed more than
30,000 visitors to Laurens County. The
majority of motels are located along this
corridor. We also want visitors to explore
our historic downtown area and to enjoy
shopping and dining at our more than 400
businesses, including the Dublin Mall.

Trade Area:

ea for more than 150,000
ile radius of Dublin.
urens County exceed $40
I.

Best Buy's 700,000 square-foot
Sssedistribution facility,
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» Interstate 16 Industrial Sites: Two large
sites fronting I-16...all utilities in place...
Site 1 is 149 acres...Site 2 is 106 acres...A
neighbor will be Fred's Southeast
Distribution.
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Financial Institutions:

The Dublin-Laurens County
Development Authority

and seven local Laurens

County Banks have agreed

in principle to create a bank
consortium for projects

covering the Laurens County

area. The seven local banks

have agreed to review

economic development projects received
through the Dublin-Laurens County
Development Authority that are strong
prospects where financing could aid in
their location in Laurens County.

The banks represent cumulative combined
assets in excess of One Billion Dollars and
have the ability and willingness to lend
over $15,000,000. Each of these banks
represented are operating with strong
management teams and solid capital levels
and are ready to lend money to projects
looking to locate in our community.

The following banks have agreed in
principle with the arrangement:

» Atlantic South Bank

» Bank of Dudley

» Citizens Bank of Laurens
County

» Community Bank of Dublin-
Laurens County

» Farmers State Bank

» First Laurens Bank

» Morris Bank

Guy Cochran, Chairman of the Dublin-
Laurens County Development Authority
said, “We are excited about this group
and the partnership that has been formed
in Laurens County. Our local banks are
well managed and have the ability to
help us attract new business and industry
to Laurens County that will create job
opportunities for our citizens. This
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group gives us another powerful asset in
economic development and another tool
for our community development. We look
for many great developments from this
outstanding partnership.”

Spence Mullis, Chairman of the Dublin-
Laurens County Chamber of Commerce
and President/CEO of Morris Bank said,
“There’s a competitive spirit among the
community bankers in this town, but when
it comes time to support a development
project, we are committed to working to
together to make it happen. This bank
consortium along with the Development
Authority and Chamber will serve as
the economic engine that drives our
community forward.”

Economic Indicator Trends:

¥ annual population growth rate: 1.5
percent (estimated to be 51,172 by 2010)

v annug
perce

v annug
perce
2010)

v annud
grow
$28,64

Housin
The Dul
Listing §
of the 2(
below $
are avai

oppmg'Pict
shoppzrt‘g at

UNTY

p -



pERIMETER RoAD A LoNG TIME COMING

Construction of a Laurens County Perimeter Road has been talked about since the mid-1970s. In
May of 2010, the dream which began more than 30 years ago will come to fruition.

According to the Georgia Department of Transportation, the section from U.S. 441 South to State
Route 257 opens in 2009. The road will tie on the north end to the completed
four-lane project completed in 2007 connecting at the Laurens, Wilkinson lines.

The perimeter road begins north of Dublin and stretches for about nine
miles south to Firetower Road near U.S. 441 and Interstate 16. The perimeter
will include five bridge sites, three completed in 2009 with the remainder
due to open in 2010. The project, a part of the Governor’s Road Improvement
Program, is expected to cost $77 million.

Completion of the US Highway 441 perimeter road is expected to further
boost economic development along the major thoroughfares, including U.S.
441 and State Route 257. Infrastructure improvements along those corridors
have helped Laurens County attract numerous industries, including YKK,
New Holland, Farmers Furniture, Parker Aerospace, Best Buy, Fred’s, and
Eldorado Stone, and will serve to be an economic development tool to attract
other distribution and manufacturing industries to Laurens County.

fﬁART OF GEORGIA TECHNICAL COLLEGE
ENSURING RESIDENTS ARE WORK READY

The Work Ready Community Initiative is designed to be an
economic development tool for a county. Laurens County has
been a Work Ready Community since 2007.

When business and industry look to an area to locate, officials
can view the number of Work Ready Certificates earned at
different levels (bronze, silver, gold, platinum) and can determine
quickly if a community has the skilled and trainable employees
companies looking to expand, according to Amy Harrelson, Director of Grants

ells employers they have the foundational skills needed for training, and that they

\dy Demonstration Community in March of 2007. The county was awarded a
earning certification. In order to earn the certification a set number of Work
sectors of the population — private sector employed, public (government) sector
, high school seniors or graduates going directly into the workforce, and college
punty.
ly Rggion was formed and in April of 2008 a $500,000 grant was awarded to the
e, Telfair, Wheeler, Wilkinson, Johnson, and Treutlen. The award of the grant is
ly Region and to assist business, industry, and educational systems to utilize the
Work Ready Initiative and grant funding to the fullest extent.
In April of 2008, the other seven counties in the Heart of Ge
Ready Communities themselves. Each were awarded $12,000 g
as well. All the Heart of Georgia Work Ready Region has receiv
For more information contact Amy Harrelson at 478.274.301

ecome Certified Work
oming WR Communities

e envy of
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Pictured are two leadin naggh’al corporations,
Ngw Holland and YKK AP America

¥ The equipment creates the 12 DS3’s fo
and Atlanta.

City of Dublin Telecommunication Custon
providers located in 56 Marietta Street, Atla
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'RE TAKING OFF with renewed spirit and e
Development Authority, State, County and City governi
wishes in your pursuit of excellence. Guess what? We bq
right here in ‘Dublin & Laurens County!

‘Regardless of the size of your company, if you have a gemf
dynamic community in a non-union atmosphere, we have
is too large or too small. In this brochure we have stressed
Location, Leadership & Livability. TWe believe you will
surprising Laurens County. ‘But don’t take our word for i
Visit with our citizens. .. 01
‘ ) [ifestyle amentties... After yo
J let’s talk

DUBLIN/I r\J ENS COUNTY

THE BUSINESS HEART OF GEOURGIA

CrtYy OF DUBLIN/COUNTY OF LAURENS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
P.O. Box 818 ¢ 1200 BELLEVUE AVENUE ® DUBLIN, GEORGIA 31040 USA
PHONE: (478) 272-3118 ® Fax: (478) 275-0811 ® EMAIL: cwray@dublinlaurensgeorgia.com





